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REMARKS 

This ^plication has been carefully reviewed in light of the Final Office 
Action dated May 6. 2005. Claims I to 18 are pending in the application, with Oairns 16 
to 18 having been added. Claims 1, 5, 7, 1 1, 13 and 14. all of which are independent, have 
beim amended. Reconsideration and fimhcr examination are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 to 3. 5, 7 to 9 and 1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S-C. § 103(a) over 
U.«. Pat(ail No. 5,378,887 (Kobayashi) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,729,550 (Seita); 
Claims 13 and 14 were rejected mider 35 U-S.C. § 103(a) over U.S. Patent No. 6,631,848 
(Givultier) in view of Seita; and Claims 4, 6, 10, 12 and 15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) over Kobayashi in view of Seita and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6.724,1 03 
(Parrault). Reconsideration and withdrawal are respectfully requested.. 

Referring specifically to the claims, independent Claim 1 as amended is 
directed to a non-coutact communication card. 'Ilie card includes a communication 
component which communicates information in a non-contact state, and a time designation 
component which designates a communication pennission time period, the communication 
pettflission time period being set by a user of the card. The card also "mcludes a 
communication control component which dctennmes. upon receiving a communication 
reqvest, whether or not the commimication pennission time period designated by the time 
designation component has been reached, pennits communication by flie communication 
component when determining that the commimication pennission time period has been 
reached, and prohibits communication by the communication component when 
detei-minmg that the communication permission time period has not been reached. 
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In a siTTuIar manner, indqjendeiit Claims 7 and 13 as amended are 
respectively directed to a method and a computer program. 

A feature of the invention of Claims 1, 7 and 13 therefore lies in 
determining whether a communication permission time period set a user has been 
reached, and permitting commimication by a communication component when it is 
determined that the communication permission time period has been reached. By virtue of 
this feature, in which cormnunication is permitted based upon a detejmination that a 
coriraunicalion permission time period set by a user has been reached, unintenlional 
cormiunication of information is reduced and the likelihood of iiofonnation stealing is 
decreased. 

The applied art is not seen to disclose or to suggest the features of the 
invomlion of the subject apphcation. In-particular, Kobayashi, Seita, Gaultier and Parrault 
are not seen to disclose or suggest at least the feature of determining whether a 
conanunication permission time period set by a user has been reached, and permitting 
communication by a communication component when it is detemiined that the 
communication permission time period has been reached. 

As understood by Applicant, Kobayashi discloses a non-contact type IC card 
in which a re-access inhibition time setting circuit sets a re-access inhibition period of time 
for inhibiting re-access for a fixed period of tunc aHer an operation of a main circuit is 
finished. This is said to prevent a double write operation of history in the card due to 
re.ai:cess in a short period of time. See Kobayashi, Abstract; and column 2, line 64 to 
coluomS, line 11. 
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However, Kobayashi is not seen to disclose or suggest fliat a determination 
is jnade as to whether a commTinication permission time period set by a user has been 
reached, and that communication is permitted by a connnunicaliou component when it is 
deiermined that the communication peonission time period has been reached. In 
Kobayashi, it is the finishing of an operation of a main circuit which determines when the 
time period begins. This is different than the present invention, in which permission of 
communication by a communication componcsnt is seen to begin when a communication 
permission time period has been reached. 

As understood by Applicant, Gaultier discloses a metliod of controlling an 
ele«:tronic circuit. A command is received from a control unit, and is interpreted in either a 
first manner, if the command is followed by a predetermined dead time, or in a second 
manner, if a new command is transmitted before expiration of the predetennined dead 
timo. See Gaultier, Abstract; and column 5, lines 26 to 3 1. 

However, Gaultier is also not seen to disclose or suggest that a 
determination is made as to whether a communication ptamission time period set by a user 
has been reached, and that communication is pennitted by a communication component 
when it is detennincd that the communication permission time period has been reached. In 
Gaultier, it is the rec^tion of a command Jrom a control unit which triggers the beginning 
of the prcdetennined dead time. The present invention, on the other hand, permits 
communication by a communication component when it is determined that a 
communication pemiission time period has been reached. 
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M addition to the foregoing deficiencies, tlie Office Action acknowledges 
that Kobayashi and Gaultier do not disclose or suggest that a conumraication pennission 
time period is set by a user. 

Seita was cited for its alleged disclosure of a unit in which a user can 
chiinge and set a predetennined period of time. As understood by Applicant, Seita 
discloses that a password required for utilizing an IC card function is registered, so that a 
"key" is locked with regard to the IC card function. In order to unlock the key, a user must 
input a password that matches the registered password. After the IC card function is 
enabled for use or utilization, and after apredeteimined period of time is elapsed, the 
enabled status is automatically returned back to the disabled status. The predetermined 
per. od of time can be set by a user. See Seita, column 2, lines 1 3 to 45. 

Although Seita may be serai to disclose that a user can set a predetennined 
period of lime for disabling an IC card function, it is not seen to disclose or suggest that a 
deteamination is made as to whether a communication pennission time period has been 
reached, and that communication is permitted by a communication component when it is 
determined that the communication permission time period has been reached. M Seita, it is 
the 'intry of a correct password that is seen to enable an IC card function. The 
precetemiined period of time in Seita is merely seen to disable an IC card function that has 
ahejidy been enabled. In contrast, the present invention permits communication when it is 
determined that a communication permission time period has been reiiched. 

Accordingly, Seita is not seen to disclose or suggest determining whether a 
communication permission time period set by a user has been reached, and permitting 



- 12. 



PAGE13f18'RCVDAT7/SI20058:S3:03m[EastemDayligtitTiine]'SVR:USPra 



07/06/2005 17: 5S FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



@I014 



coiimiunicalioTi by a commumcation component when it is deteimincd that the 
communication pemn'ssion time period has been reached. 

As such, even if Kobayashi or Gaultier are combined with Seita in the 
manner proposed in the Office Action (assuming for argument's sake that such 
combination would be permissible), the result would not teach at least the feature of 
detjmiining whether a communication pennission time period set by a user has haen 
reached, and permitting commumcation by a commmucation component when il is 
detOTnined that the commimication pemiission time period has been reached. 

Jn addition, Panrault has been reviewed and are not seen to compensate for 
the defidencies of Kobayashi, Gaultier and Seita. 

Allowance of Qaims 1 , 7 and 1 3 is therefore respectfully requested. 

Independent Claim 5 as amended is directed to a non-contact 
communication card. The card includes a communication component which communicates 
infomiation in a non-contact state, and a designation component which designates 
penoission/prohibiUon of communication, the peraiission/prohibition of communication 
being set by a user of the card. The card also includes a communication control component 
which prohibits communication of highly confidential information by the commumcation 
component and pemits commumcation of infomiation with low conUdentiality by the 
communication component when prohibition of commumcation is designated by the 
designation component. 

hi a similar manner, independent Claims 11 and 14 as amended are directed 
to a method and a computer program. 

-13- 
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A feature of ihe iiivcQtion of Claims 5, 1 1 and 14 tfactefbre lies in, in a case 
where prohibition of communication is set by a user, prohibiting coramimication of higWy 
cojifidential information by a commum'cation component and pennilting communication of 
inlonnation with low confidentiaUly by the comraunicalion component. The applied 
references of KobayasW, Seita, Gaulticr and Parrault are not seen to disclose or suggest at 
least this feature. 

As noted above, Kobayashi is seen to disclose a non-contact type IC card in 
which a re-access inhibition time setting circuit sets a rc-access inhibition period of time 
for inhibiting re-access for a fixed pmod of time after an operation of a main circuit is 
fmi shed. However, Kobayashi is not seen to disclose or suggest that, in a case where 
prohibition of communication is set by a user, communication of highly confidential 
inft.rmation is prohibited by a communication component, and that communication of 
information with low confidentiality is permitted by the communication component. 

Also as noted above, Gaultier discloses a method of controlling an 
electronic circuit in wliich a command is received from a control unit, and is interpreted in 
either a first or second manner, depending upon whether flie command is followed by a 
precletcmiined dead time. However, nothing in Gaultier is seen to disclose or suggest that, 
in a case where prohibition of communication is set by a user, commimication of highly 
coniidential information is prohibited by a communication component, and that 
communication of infoimation with low confidentiality is perrriitted by the communication 
component. 

In addition, Seita and Parrault have been reviewed and are not seen to 
compensate for the deficiencies of Kobayashi and Gaulticr. 
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Allowance of Claims 5, 1 1 and 14 is therefore respectfully requested 
Accordingly, based on the foregoing amendments and remarks, independent 
Cliiims 1, 5, 7. 1 U 13 and 14 are believed to be allowable over the appKed references. 

The other claims in the application are each dq>endcnl from the independent 
claims and are believed to be allowable over the applied references for at least the same 
reasons. Because each dependent claim is deemed to define an addiiional aspect of the 
invention, however, the individual consideration of each on its own merits is respectfully 
requested. 

No other matters being raised, it is believed that the entire application is 
fiiUy in condition for allowance, and such action is courteously soUcited. 

Applicant's undersigned attorney maybe reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California oIGce at (714) 540-8700. AD corrcspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 



Respectfally submitted. 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No.: 56,867 



fit;3PAtrick, cella, harper & SCINTO 
30 B.ockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-2200 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

CAJMiH 9IB534V1 
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